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POLLUTION INCIDENT RESPONSE MANAGEMENT PLAN Turners Lane – Cootamundra 

Approved by: Keith Ritchie 
Position/Title: Plant Manager 

Signature: 
 

 
Date: 
21.9.22 

PURPOSE: 
Commonwealth Steel (trading as Molycop360) holds an Environment Protection Licence with the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) for Turners Lane, 
Cootamundra. As per the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (the POEO Act), the holder of an Environment Protection Licence must prepare, keep, test 
and implement a pollution incident response management plan (PIRMP) that complies with Part 5.7A of the POEO Act in relation to the activity to which the licence 
relates. 
If a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material harm to the environment (within the meaning of section 147 of the POEO Act) is caused or 
threatened, the person carrying on the activity must immediately implement this plan in relation to the activity required by Part 5.7A of the POEO Act. 
A written copy of this plan must be kept at 1 turners lane Cootamundra, or where the activity takes place in the case of mobile plant licences, and be made available 
on request by an authorised NSW EPA Officer and to any person who is responsible for implementing this plan. 
Parts of the plan must also be available either on a publicly accessible website, or if there is no such website, by providing a copy of the plan to any person who makes a 
written request. The sections of the plan that are required to be publicly available are set out in clause 98D of the Protection of the Environment Operations (General) 
Regulation 2009. 
NOTE: This plan must be developed in accordance with the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 and the Protection of the Environment Operations 
(General) Regulation 2009. 
Licensees should also refer to the NSW EPA’s Guideline: Pollution incident response management plans. 
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Environment Protection Licence (EPL) Details 

Name of licensee: Commonwealth Steel Company Pty Ltd  

ABN 58 000 007 698 

 

EPL number: 21294  

Premises name and address: 
Molycop360; 1 Turners Lane, 
Cootamundra 

 

Company or business contact details Name: Keith Ritchie 
Position or title: Plant Manager 
Business hours contact number/s: 
0409 170 085 

After hours contact number/s: 
0409 170 085 

Email: keith.ritchie@molycop.com  

 
 

Website address: www.molycop.com 

Scheduled activity/activities on EPL: 
Waste processing (non thermal treatment) 
Waste storage 

 

Fee based activity/activities on EPL: 
Non thermal treatment of waste tyres 
Waste storage - waste tyres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:keith.ritchie@molycop.com
http://www.molycop.com/
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Pollution incident – Person/s responsible 

Contact details must include the names, position titles and 24-hour contact details. Details are to include alternative person/s should the primary contact be unavailable. 

PIRMP activation Name of person responsible:  Keith Ritchie 

Position or title:                           Plant             Manager 

Business hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 
After hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 
Email: keith.ritchie@molycop.com 
 
 

  
 

Pollution incident – Person/s responsible, continued 

Notifying relevant authorities Name of person responsible: Keith Ritchie 
Notification should be made by a person Position or title: Plant Manager 
with an appropriate level of authority within Business hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 
the company. After hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 

 Email: keith.ritchie@molycop.com 
 

Managing response to pollution incident Name of person responsible: Jamie Walmsley 
Position or title: Plant Manager 
Business hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 

After hours contact number/s: 0409 170 085 

Email: keith.ritchie@molycop.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:keith.ritchie@molycop.com
mailto:keith.ritchie@molycop.com
mailto:keith.ritchie@molycop.com
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Identify any persons or authorities required to be notified as per Part 5.7A of the POEO Act in case of a pollution incident that causes or threatens to cause material 
harm to the environment. 
Relevant authorities include: 
1. Fire & Rescue NSW and/or Rural Fire Service as applicable – 000 (first notification) 
2. Environment Protection Authority – 131 555 
3. Health NSW (nearest public health unit) 
See www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/phus.aspx for local contact details. 
4. SafeWork NSW – 131 050 
5. Local authority (usually the local council) in which the pollution has occurred. 
Note: The local council and public health unit will vary depending on the location of the pollution incident. For mobile plant licences the PIRMP will need to include the 
person or people who are responsible for identifying the local authority and nearest public health unit. 

  
 

Fire & Rescue NSW / Rural Fire Service Contact number/s: (02) 6386 3170 

Environment Protection Authority Contact number/s: 131555 

Health NSW 
 

Relevant Area Health Service: Contact number/s:  (02)69401111 
 

SafeWork NSW  Contact number/s: 131050 

Local authority/s 
Identify the local authority for the area in 
which the premises to which the environment 
protection licence relates, and any area 
affected, or potentially affected, by the 
pollution. 

Contact number/s: Cootamundra Gundagai Council: 1300 459 689 

Any other identified organisation or 
agency requiring notification (if 
applicable) e.g. Water NSW, Department of 
Primary Industry, Roads and Maritime 
Services 

Contact number/s: NA 

Notification of neighbours and the local community 

Notification of relevant authorities 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/phus.aspx
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=cootamundra%2Brfs&ie&oe
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Identify owners or occupiers of premises in the vicinity of the licensed premises, including any sensitive premises (e.g. schools, preschools, hospitals, nursing 
homes):         Cootamundra / Gundagai Council 

Details of how the neighbours will be informed of the incident, including early warnings and regular updates (e.g. door knock, phone call, emergency alert): 
 

• The premises is located in a semi remote location. The nearby neighbours will be advised by door knock if it is necessary after an incident arises. 
 

 
 

Description and likelihood of hazards 
 

• The main hazard associated with tyre processing is fire. 
• The main hazard associated with mattress processing is fire & dust. 

 
 

Identify the likelihood of any such hazards occurring, including details of any conditions or events that could, or would, increase that likelihood: 
• The likelihood of a fire occurring from the shredding of tyres & mattresses is LOW. The shredder is fitted with a mist system to ensure that materials passing 

through are damp. This reduces dust and fire risk. The shredder is also retrofitted with an automatic fire suppression system that is activated if the cutting 
chambers heat tolerances are exceeded. Also, the site is located in an area which physically separates the fire risks from sensitive neighbours by distance 

Pre-emptive actions to be taken 

Provide detailed descriptions of the pre-emptive actions to be taken to minimise or prevent any risk of harm to human health or the environment arising from the 
activities undertaken at the premises: 

• Dust / Fire misting on shredder 
• Fire suppression system on shredder  

• Water tanker on site 
• Dam to contain water for fighting fires 
• Equipment to be fitted with fire 

extinguishers 
• Tyre storage as per NSW fire and rescue guidelines 
• A loader be available to use stockpiled dirt to extinguish fire 

 



Guideline: Pollution Incident Response Management Plans  
 

 
 Location/Tank Max. quantity Contents Comments 

 Site shed 1000lt Diesel & oil 
 

NA 

 Tyre Stockpiles 
 

50t Collected tyres Stored as per 
storage plan 

NA 

 
Mattress Stockpiles 

 
750t 

Foam, textile, metals 
 

NA 

   
 
 

 
 

 
   

 

Equipment Date 
installed 

Last review Status Comment 

10000lt water tanker & pump 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
Loader to extinguish fire with cover 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
Spill Kit Installed 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
Fuel spill bunding installed 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
40000lt water storage tanks installed 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
Fire alarm / horn implemented 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
First aid kit 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
5 x fire extinguishers 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 
Fire suppression system installed on shredders 28/08/2019 20/09/2022 Operational Reviewed Ritchie/Neave/Champness 

Safety equipment 

 

Inventory of pollutants 

Provide an inventory of potential pollutants on the premises or used in carrying out the activity to which the licence relates: 
Identify the maximum quantity of any pollutant/s likely to be stored or held at particular locations (including underground tanks) at or on the premises to which the licence       relates 
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Communicating with neighbours and the local community 

Identify details of the mechanisms for providing early warnings and regular updates to owners and occupiers of premises in the vicinity of the premises to which the 
licence relates or where the scheduled activity is carried on: 
• The premises is located in a semi remote location. The nearby neighbours will be advised by door knock if it is necessary after an incident arises. 

Develop any specific information that could be provided to the community, so it can minimise the risk harm: 
• Specific information will be incident specific however given the materials on site and the distance to community the only expected impact would relate to diffuse 

smoke from fire and that staying indoors would be a sufficient risk minimisation tactic. 

Minimising harm to persons on the premises 

Identify the arrangements for minimising the risk of harm to any persons who are on the premises or who are present where the scheduled activity is being carried on: 

• A detailed Risk Management Action Plan is being developed for the site. In the interim the PIRMP and site evacuation remain as key protections for persons 
on the premises. In the event of fire a situation cannot be foreseen where persons would be trapped and unable to evacuate. The site has clear room on all 
sides of the potential fire sources to use as an escape route and a fire of the nature anticipated would start relatively slowly. 
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Maps 

Provide a detailed map (or set of maps) showing the: 
• location of the premises to which the licence relates 
• surrounding area likely to be affected by a pollution incident 
• location of potential pollutants on the premises 
• location of any stormwater drains on the premises. 

 
It is also recommended the position of any discharge points or any other useful information be included on the map/s, and that any important details on the map are 
labelled (e.g. the nearest water course or water body stormwater drains located on the premises discharge to). 
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Molycop  
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Develop a detailed description of the actions to be taken immediately after a pollution incident to reduce or control any pollution. These should include as a minimum 
early warnings, updates and actions to be taken during and after an incident: 

 
• Molycop are currently developing detailed risk management plans. In the interim, the following points apply: 

o Chemical (fuel) spills are to be confined to prevent runoff and must be prevented from entering waterways including groundwater. This is ensured by the 
presence of earth bunding on the site. Contaminated soils can be excavated and stored on an impervious surface for proper disposal. 

o In the event of fire, and after the relevant authorities have been notified, actions should be focussed on minimising the extent of the fire. Consider moving 
machinery or other flammable materials away from the fire if it is safe to do so. Check weather forecasts to determine if wind changes could increase the risk 
of fire spreading. Ensure site entry gates are free for emergency services to enter. Prepare any relevant information to give to emergency services on their 
arrival.  

o Consider communication of the event to sensitive nearby receivers even if there is no present risk posed to them to assure their safety. 
o DO NOT recommence normal site activities until proper investigation, root causes analysed, and corrective actions are applied to prevent recurrence. Only 

after site management is satisfied shall normal activities recommence. 
 
 

Identify any actions to be taken in combating the pollution caused by the incident and how any clean-up and associated funding resulting from an incident will be 
undertaken: 

 
• In the result of a pollution incident at the facility, Molycop will work with the EPA, RFS, Forbes Shire Council & our insurers to determine the most 

appropriate clean-up and remediation plan. 
 

Identify the procedures to be followed for coordinating with the authorities or persons who have been notified: As per attached flow chart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actions to be taken during or immediately after a pollution incident 

Develop a detailed description of how any identified risk of harm to human health will be reduced, including (as a minimum) by means of early warnings, updates and the 
action to be taken during or immediately after a pollution incident to reduce that risk: 

Coordinating with persons 
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Identify the person/s through whom all communications are to be made: Jamie Walmsley 

 

Staff training 

Identify the nature and objectives of any staff training program in relation to this plan: 
Training required By Whom Frequency  

Fire first responder Plant operators Annually 
First aid First aider Annually 
Fire warden training Fire warden Annually 
WHS representative training WHS representative Annually 

Testing and updating of the PIRMP 

It is a legal requirement to test the plan every 12 months and within 1 month of any pollution incident. 
Detail the manner in which the plan is to be tested and maintained to ensure the information included in the plan is accurate and up-to-date and the plan is capable of 
being implemented in a workable and effective manner: 
Detail how the testing is documented and recorded (this must include the testing dates and the names of all staff members who carried out the testing): 
Detail the dates on which the plan was updated: 

PIRMP testing details 
Date tested 
 

Tested by 
(to include the names of all 
people  involved in testing) 
 

Details of test 
(e.g. nature of the test, involvement 
of other agencies) 
Note: Testing must cover all 
components of the plan. 
 

Finding of test including issues 
identified 
 

Next scheduled testing 
date 
(must be within 12 
months from current test) 
 

17/9/2021 J.Neave 
J.Walmsley 
 

This is a new document for recent 
Molycop360 ownership of the site. As 
a first test this PIRMP 
was reviewed in its entirety during it’s 
development by a desktop trial to 
ensure the safety equipment on site 
was in place and usable and persons 
are aware of how to use it. 

This PIRMP has been adapted from 
that used by previous owners of the 
business and has therefore been 
updated in various minor aspects to 
suit the new ownership. 

Approx March 2022 

15/9/2022 J.Neave, K.Ritchie, 
S.Champness 

The PIRMP was tested both in 
desktop form and actual tests.  

Updates were made to the PIRMP 
contact details. 

August 2023 
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K.Ritche tested the sites 
environmental controls on the 
14.9.22(water cart, pumps, tanks, 
check bunds, shredder extinguisher 
systems). We then talked though the 
PIRMP in a meeting on the 15.9.22.  

The PIRMP is being laminated for 
display in the site office. 

 
 

 
 

Date update 
occurred 
 
 
7.9.21 
 
 
 

21.9.22  
  
   

Reason for update  

 

 

Review and 
change to 
Molycop 

 

Annual review 

 

Details of updates 
(nature of changes to PIRMP) 
 
 
Review and change to  
 Molycop 

 

 

Updated manager contact details 

    

 

Date the updated version uploaded to 
website (if applicable) 
 
 
September 2021 
 
 
 
26.09.22 

 
 
 
 
 

PIRMP update details 
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